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What is claimed is : 
1 . A camera containing an image taking lens composed of a 
plurality of lens groups and comprising a lens barrel that can 
be extended and collapsed between a predetermined extended 
position and a predetermined collapsed position , the camera taking 
images by capturing object light incident via the image taking 
lens set in the extended position. 

the lens barrel comprising: 

a first lens group holding section that holds a first lens 
group of the plurality of lens groups which is disposed at a front 
position; and 

wherein a second lens group holding section that holds a 
second lens group disposed adjacent to and behind the first lens 
group , and 

wherein the first lens group holding section holding the 
first lens group and a lens barrier that can be opened and closed 
to cover a front surface of the first lens group and that is urged 
in a direction in which the lens barrier is closed, the first lens 
group holding section further comprising a lens barrier opening 
member that opens the lens barrier when urged backward, while 
allowing the lens barrier to be moved in the closed direction when 
the urging is relieved, 

the lens barrel further comprising an elastic member 
connecting the second lens group holding section and the lens 
barrier opening member of the first lens group holding section 
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together, and urging the lens barrier opening member toward the 
second lens holding member as the lens barrel is moved to the 
extended position, while relieving the urging as the lens barrel 
is moved to the collapsed position. 

2 . The camera according to claim 1 . wherein the second lens group 
holding section comprises a projection that contacts with the lens 
barrier opening member to push the lens barrier opening member 
forward when the lens barrel is moved to the collapsed position, 
and 

the lens barrier opening member is pushed by the projection 
to allow the lens barrier to be moved in the closed direction. 



